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FULL OF WISDOM (AND MAYBE PIE)

As we gather this season, the Academy at Glengary and the
Academy at Bradenton reflect on the many reasons we have
to be thankful. Across both campuses, the unwavering support
of our community, the dedication of our members, and the
daily acts of kindness shared in our work-ordered day remind
us of the strength and spirit that unite us. From Glengary’s
long-standing traditions to Bradenton’s vibrant growth, each
location brings something uniquely meaningful to our shared
mission. Together, we celebrate progress, collaboration, and
the individual contributions that make our spaces feel like home.
Here are a few words from our members and staff about what
they are most grateful for this year:

“Family always and forever.” - John Peacock “This
season I'm grateful for my baby girl and the joy of
watching my family grow.” - AJ Ramirez “l am
grateful for every day since | escaped my life-long
depression and for the Academy which played an
essential role in my recovery.” - David Meyersburg
“My nephew.” - Omar Tlemsani “My brother, my
sister-in-law and coffee.” - Jake Whitmer “My family
and friends.” - Brent Jephson “The opportunities that
have come my way and for my family.” - Elizabeth
Hervig “My friends and family that always support
me. | am also thankful that | love going to work every
day.” - Bailee Steury “My family and all the friends
I've made here!” - Trevor Houlroyd “The Academy
staff who are always understanding and encouraging.”

- Jason Sulimay “My family and coffee!” - Danica
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“For everything.” - Nathalie Estiverne “Discovering at 7611 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231, before January
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jazz as a teenager. It has stayed with me.” - Malcolm
Barry “I am thankful for everyone who gave me a
chance to tell my story.” - Hunter Lanoue “My health,
family, and Academy community!” - Patty Haltinner
“Having a home, family, and friends. | am also thankful
to the Academy for giving me structure and purpose.”
- Loriann Smith “Family and friends at the Academy.”
- Deborah Bifulco “I am thankful.” - Ryan Krajewski
“A place to go and keep busy, and for all the smiles
and hellos that | get when | am here.” - Carolyn
Daniele “Family and friends.” - Ray Rielly “Our
community and the purpose we share.” - Billy Elkins
“Family and friends at the Academy.” - Irene Lunt
“The weather.” - Grant Goodin “Family.” - Roodly
Desravines “l am thankful for my son.” - Ben Burnside
“I am grateful to the Lord for my life and for giving me a
reason to live. | am also gratefully thankful to my family
here and at home for encouraging me to never give up
or give in.” - lan Churchill “Family and everything in
life.” - Joseph Lewis “I'd like to thank the Academy...
for such a wonderful community!” - Jen Page “l am
grateful for my family and friends.” - Ivan Alonso
“The uniting force of humanity, my family, togetherness
and this great meal.” - Dylan Buck “I am thankful for
everything.” - Ryan Eskew “Friends, family, and the
Academy.” - Gerry Zago “All the Academy does for
me and for others.” - Paul Hennekes “I'm thankful the
Academy is such a nice place.” - Jennifer Barril “My
computer at home.” - Spencer Lucas “My friends and
family.” - Alex DeSanctis “My friends, family, and the
Academy.” - Joshua Posada “I am thankful for the
Academy and new beginnings.” - Stephen Anderson
“The Academy, and the great meal we are sharing
together.” - Joanne Campbell “My health, family
(two and four legged), friends and colleagues.” - Jodi
Weiss “For God.” - Jose Campos “The special place
that is the Academy and my loved ones.” - Vanessa
Alcantara “For my health and all the beautiful people
in my life.” - Lynn Rupe
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