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A HEALTHY PARTNERSHIP
It’s no secret that we are deeply grateful for all of our 
community partners, but this week we just have to single 
out Sarasota Memorial Healthcare System (SMH) and give 
them some love. From our onset, they were among the 
first to open their doors to Academy members through our 
Transitional Employment (TE) program in 2018. For health 
and safety reasons, we had to pause the TE program during 
the pandemic, but as soon as we reached back out, it was as if 
no time had passed. 

SMH President and CEO David Verinder and Vice President 
of Human Resources Laurie Bennett and their team were 
thoughtful in their approach to finding the right jobs for us. 
It took some time, but we recently had staff at the Sarasota 
campus learning a position with Hospitality Services. We can 
look for that to start later this month. One more position is in 
development with the Supply Chain Operations.

We also met with leadership at SMH Venice, to discuss the 
possibility of competitive permanent jobs for our south-
county members. Human Resources Manager Corry Tyle 
and Director of Hospitality Craig Keagle were as excited 
as we were! Truly, they are “our people,” aligned with the 
same values that we hold dear. As we continue to develop 
opportunities for Academy members, we couldn’t ask for a 
better partner than SMH.

BEE-ING AT THE ACADEMY
by Erika Schlunk

For me, getting into the front seat of the car felt like I was 
turning it into a giant metal death machine. I had a few 
accidents while learning to drive, and being a “safe driver” 
felt impossible. I worked on the skills but the confidence just 
wasn’t coming with them.

My driving journey was like this: First I took a break from 
driving for a year. Then it was a break for another two years. 
Then it was a year and a half of practicing driving with 
my dad on the rare occasions I found the courage. Then 
seemingly out of the blue, I’m asking to drive in a city during 
rush hour and going on 55mph roads in a 50 minute commute 
all by myself, just so I can get to the Academy on a Monday. 

I got inspired by what’s been our “top secret project” a 
7- minute animated bee video that sounded just a little too 
ambitious to pull off. Which of course, only makes it more 
exciting. I’ve made videos in Adobe After Effects of the exact 
style we were going for, and I was instantly throwing myself 
into the project the second I heard we were actually doing it.

But my ride could only get me there twice a week. So I 
spent both a Saturday and a Sunday practicing the route 
with my dad until I felt like I could do it. The entire time 
I was freaking out about 
pulling off a lane change in 
rush hour or not knowing 
whether to stop at a yellow 
light. But by the end of that 
Monday, those fears were 
gone and I was left with 
a surreal, giddy “I did it” 
cycling through my brain. 

I’m finally driving. To the Academy. To the grocery store. 
To my friend’s house. To pick up something for my dad’s 
business. I finally have the freedom that’s been years in the 
making. All because I was invited to animate a bee.

Erika Schlunk bee-hind the wheel.



The Academy at Glengary is accredited by Clubhouse International and is made possible by a Public-Private 
Partnership. This newsletter is designed and printed on-site by the Graphic Design & Multimedia team.

All events take place on-site at the Academy  
and many are offered through the Zoom app.  
Watch Slack for Meeting ID and Password.

Monday, March 20
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Newsroom Meeting - 11 a.m. 
Rima’s Typing Workshop - 12 p.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 21
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Academy Meeting - 1:30 p.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 22
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Menu Planning Meeting - 11:45 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Ambassador Luncheon Meeting - 2 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Wellness Wednesday Workshop - 3 p.m.
Thursday, March 23
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Mission Meeting - 4 p.m.
Friday, March 24
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Writer’s Workshop - 11:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Spanish Workshop - 2 p.m.

TO MAKE A DONATION
visit our website 

AcademySRQ.org
and click on the                      button

Thank you for transforming lives!
The Academy at Glengary, Inc., is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The 

Academy at Glengary is registered with the state of Florida (CH56160). A copy of the official registration and financial information may be 
obtained from the Division of Consumer Services at www.fdacs.gov/ConsumerServices or by calling toll-free 800-435-7352 within the state. 

Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Gardening available daily
through Culinary Arts
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TOURS

Members Paul Hennekes and Zach Pastor led the tour for officers of the 
Sarasota Police department as part of their Crisis Intervention Training. 

(left to right) Paul Mathisen, Benjamin Foreman, Joanne Campbell, Caitlyn 
Shanley, Rebecca Wolfson, Chantel Gingerich, Lori Wiest, Erika Schlunk, Rima 

Ghalieh, Billy Elkins, Naomi Treece, Catherine Dexter, Ben Burnside

ACADEMY ARTS TO SHOW 
AT THE RINGLING
The Academy artists have some exciting news to share. Last  
December, we applied to The Ringling to be considered 
to exhibit our talented artists’ works in their community 
gallery. The community gallery is a free public exhibition 
space dedicated to displaying works of art produced by 
community-based, non-profit, or student groups in the local 
Sarasota/Manatee area. We’re happy to announce that the 
Academy at Glengary was selected! Our members’ art will 
be on display from August until November (exact dates to 
come) and we couldn’t be more excited.
We met this week with Caitlyn Shanley, Community 
Relations Coordinator for The Ringling. She visited the 
Academy to take a tour, led by member Chantel Gingerich, 
then joined a group of our resident artists to  discuss our 
exhibition. We asked lots of questions and Caitlyn provided  
answers. In addition to the art show, we will hold an 
opening reception as well as an artist talk. Stay tuned for 
more details as we prepare for this awesome opportunity.

Academy Member Artists Excited About The Ringling

https://www.academysrq.org/en/give/donate/

