
BACK BY POPULAR 
DEMAND: AMBASSADOR 
PROGRAM REDUX
Last night, as we unveiled our Ambassador Program Redux 
2023, many of our original Ambassadors (circa 2015) 
mingled with newer Ambassadors and those with piqued 
interest, as the Ambassador program was reimagined!  

The “Original Ambassador,” Stewie Bitterman began, 
introducing member Aaron Collmer and Executive Director 
William McKeever. They shared a slide show that showed 
the genesis of the Academy alongside Aaron’s own story of 
growth and achievement in these last seven years.

Board of Directors’ President Joan Geyer explained why 
our services are so critical, and how we mesh with clinical 
resources as part of the continuum of care. The Academy 
is where one can go to launch a productive life in the 
community, once symptoms are managed. 

William and Culinary Instructor, Ben Burnside closed the 
program by inviting our guests to help bring us to the next 
level. We have a clear vision, and we  have a concrete plan 
to get us there. We just need a little help from our friends. 

FIT LIFE
The Academy is excited to launch a one-year wellness study 
in partnership with University of South Florida. The initia-
tive, called FIT (Fully in Transformation), is funded by the 
lovely folks at the Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation, 
and will serve to promote and track eight dimensions of 
wellness: physical, occupational, emotional, social, intel-
lectual, spiritual, environmental and financial. These eight 
measures are inherently interconnected and are the tenets of 
balanced and comprehensive wellness.

We begin our study with a survey that serves to measure our 
current wellness in all eight dimensions. Members and staff 
are encouraged to complete the survey, even if they choose 
not to participate in the study. From this data, aggregate 
scores will illustrate our starting point as a community.

And then the fun begins! From our new gym membership to 
workshops on financial health, decluttering, finding purpose, 
and more, we are on our way to living well.
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(New member families and colleagues join our founding
Ambassadors in a call to action)



A FAMILIAR SPACE
by Erika Schlunk

Visiting the Academy at Bradenton for the first time was 
both foreign and familiar. I’m walking through a strange 
long hallway wondering if my ride just ditched me in the 
wrong building when I’m met excitedly by a staff member 
who greets me by name 
and instantly turns around 
from where he was going to 
help me find our temporary 
space. The members there 
can’t give the tour fast 
enough, and I’m instantly 
put to work designing a 
new parking pass.

I’m getting to do so much creative work as there’s so many 
new things to make. We don’t even have a roof yet, but the 
one thing that doesn’t have to be built is the Academy’s spirit.  
It’s been three weeks since I’ve started coming, but with all 
the smiling faces that hit me every time I enter the room it 
already feels so familiar. As things go on, I’m feeling a bit like 
an expert now, greeting a new member having his orientation 
in Bradenton and showing around a staff member going to the 
Bradenton location for the first time.

Each new development here feels special. Even just with the 
small things like cabinets, a rice cooker, and a new menu, each 
time it feels like we’re building something here.  Our current 
group is small, but we all huddle together every morning and 
work together across teams to get everything going. From 
culinary to graphics to business and tech it’s impressive to see 
what we can accomplish in such a small space!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
by Tandi Maxwell

We recently went into the Bradenton Community to 
introduce the Academy of Bradenton. These visits have 
allowed us to learn more about our neighbors’ programs 
and services they offer and how we might collaborate in 
the future.  We left materials about our program, and they 
were very receptive to partnering with us, especially when 
Academy of Bradenton fully opens in our new building.

Our recent visits took us to the First United Methodist Church 
and the Salvation Army.  The Salvation Army offers social 
programs for their guests and sees the need for a Clubhouse 
program to meet the needs 
of our community.  We 
hope to be a regular visitor 
so their guests may become 
familiar with us and seek our 
services. We will continue our 
community outreach as we 
continue to grow.

The Academy at Glengary is accredited by Clubhouse International and is made possible by a Public-Private 
Partnership. This newsletter is designed and printed on-site by the Graphic Design & Multimedia team.

All events take place on-site at the Academy  
and many are offered through the Zoom app.  
Watch Slack for Meeting ID and Password.

Monday, February 27
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Rima’s Typing Workshop - 12 p.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 28
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Academy Meeting - 1:30 p.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 1
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m. 
Newsroom Meeting - 11 a.m.
Menu Planning Meeting - 11:45 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Ambassador Luncheon Meeting 2 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Wellness Wednesday Workshop - 3 p.m.
Thursday, March 2
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Mission Meeting - 4 p.m.
Friday, March 3
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Writer’s Workshop - 11:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Spanish Workshop - 2 p.m.

TO MAKE A DONATION
visit our website 

AcademySRQ.org
and click on the                      button

Thank you for transforming lives!
The Academy at Glengary, Inc., is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The 

Academy at Glengary is registered with the state of Florida (CH56160). A copy of the official registration and financial information may be 
obtained from the Division of Consumer Services at www.fdacs.gov/ConsumerServices or by calling toll-free 800-435-7352 within the state. 

Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Gardening available daily
through Culinary Arts
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Erika  Schlunk

Tandi Maxwell with
The Salvation Army Staff


