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WELCOME 
Billy Elkins
Hi everyone! I’m a photographer, 
graphic designer, instructor 
and now, the new graphic arts 
coordinator at the Academy. I have 
known about the Academy since 
2018, when I helped organize a 
Jeep festival and the Academy was 
our main benefactor. That’s when 
knew I wanted to do more to help create awareness about the 
Academy. Fast forward to 2022 when I saw the position posted 
for a graphic arts coordinator, and I knew I had to apply!

The Academy feels like home. From walking through the front 
door in 2018, to my working interview with members and staff 
this past December, it was clear that the Academy would have 
an impact on my life as I, in turn, get to help make an impact on 
other’s lives. I’m looking forward to working with members, 
while sharing my passion for design and photography.

When I’m not at the Academy, I enjoy hiking, biking, camping 
and exploring new areas. I am thankful for this opportunity and 
look forward to meeting all of you.

Billy Elkins

SHINING A LIGHT ON 
MENTAL ILLNESS 

by Zach Pastor

Last week, a group of us from the 
Academy went to the Ritz-Carlton 
for an event called the Inspiring 
Hope Dinner: Shining a Light 
on Mental Illness. The keynote 
speaker was Jennifer Holliday, 
star of Dreamgirls on Broadway, 
who shared the impact of major 
depression on her life, and how she 
thrives despite her diagnosis. 

This was also an event that honored members of our Board of 
Directors, Mr. and Mrs. Geyer. They were presented with the Lee 
and Bob Peterson Legacy Award for their tireless work creating 
the Academy at Glengary. Academy member Paul Hennekes 
shared his personal story of recovery and then joined Jeff 
Peterson in presenting the Legacy Award to the Geyers. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit local mental health resources. 

We welcomed dear friends Richard Baker (at left) and Ron 
Ritchie (at right) who visited us from Vincent House recently.

(left to right) Dalya Aponte-Sotomayor, Dahman McKinnon, Laura Boyke, Chantel 
Gingerich, William McKeever, Jana McKeever, Zach Pastor and Paul Hennekes

THANKS FOR VISITING

Zach Pastor



GETTEL AUTOMOTIVE VISITS 
ACADEMY AT BRADENTON

by Jose Campos

Recently, Gettel Automotive visited the Academy at Bradenton 
and toured our future site. This was a great opportunity to 
begin developing an employment partnership with a local 
business as part of our Transitional Employment program which 
provides paid training opportunities for our members.

Ten managers from the service, collision and parts 
departments learned how members of Academy at Bradenton 
could become their next great employees!

I was the photographer during this visit. I really enjoyed being 
behind the camera but I made sure I was in a couple of photos.

I am excited for the opportunity to work with Gettel 
Automotive some day. Special thank you to Fred 
Bartholomew, Gettel Automotive Fixed Operations Director, 
for organizing this visit.

Wellness activities are held every Wednesday from 3-4 p.m.

The Academy at Glengary is accredited by Clubhouse International and is made possible by a Public-Private 
Partnership. This newsletter is designed and printed on-site by the Graphic Design & Multimedia team.

All events take place on-site at the Academy  
and many are offered through the Zoom app.  
Watch Slack for Meeting ID and Password.

Monday, January 30
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 31
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Academy Meeting - 1:30 p.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 2 p.m.
Wednesday, February 1
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m. 
Newsroom Meeting - 11 a.m.
Menu Planning Meeting - 11:45 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Wellness Wednesday Workshop - 3 p.m.
Thursday, February 2
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Mission Meeting - 4 p.m.
Friday, February 3
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Writer’s Workshop - 11:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Spanish Workshop - 2 p.m.

TO MAKE A DONATION
visit our website 

AcademySRQ.org
and click on the                      button

Thank you for transforming lives!
The Academy at Glengary, Inc., is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The 

Academy at Glengary is registered with the state of Florida (CH56160). A copy of the official registration and financial information may be 
obtained from the Division of Consumer Services at www.fdacs.gov/ConsumerServices or by calling toll-free 800-435-7352 within the state. 

Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Gardening available daily
through Culinary Arts

WELLNESS BINGO!
by Erika Schlunk

This week’s Wellness Wednesday hour was a fun twist on 
a classic game, Bingo! Members played a wellness-themed 
version of Bingo by matching words on a card to definitions of 
the Eight Dimensions of Wellness. This was a bit of relaxing fun, 
doubling as an engaging 
way to learn and become 
more mindful of what 
wellness can look like in 
our lives. The Bingo cards 
and pieces were designed 
and printed by the graphic 
design team.
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Gettel Team with members and staff of the Academy at Bradenton

https://www.academysrq.org/en/give/donate/

