
taking photos, shooting video,  
equipment set-up, and coming up 
with creative ideas for video  
projects. We work with the  
technology platforms that are used in 
making professional videos. 

I have attended different multimedia 
and graphic design groups in the past, 
so thankfully I can help in this way at 
the Academy. I try to attend Monday 
through Friday, so I stay up to date with all of the projects. 
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HERE COMES THE JUDGE 
by Chantel Gingerich

Manatee County Court Judge, Heather Doyle, joined us for a 
tour and left us feeling hopeful.

I was asked to give a tour to the Honorable Heather Doyle, a 
Manatee County Court Judge. She works at the 12th Judicial 
Circuit Courthouse, right across the street from where the 
Academy at Bradenton will be. She was very friendly and 
talkative, and she asked me a lot about myself. I told her about 
my Supported Employment job at Publix. She was a really 
good listener and asked me questions to get to know me better. 
In fact, the whole time she was on the tour, she spoke to all the 
members she met and asked them what they were working on. 

I also told her about my upcoming trip to Michigan to present 
at a conference and about how nervous I get doing when  
public speaking. She 
gave me pointers such as 
taking deep breaths,  
adopting a confident 
posture, and believing in 
myself. She made me feel 
confident, and it was clear 
that she has a heart for 
service, and for people. 

SUCCESS ONE 
STEP AT A TIME

by Idanes Paredes

After graduating from the University 
of South Florida, I went on a deep 
search to decide what was next for 
my education and career. After  
looking at different master’s  
programs, I decided to pursue a 
Master of Social Work degree with the goal of becoming a 
therapist. I recently got accepted into a master’s program at 
Florida State University for a part-time online program. I am 
super excited to begin this new chapter in my life. 

Throughout this very stressful process, I have to say that I 
received so much support from the Academy. When it came 
to how I would manage my time, I had countless talks and 
advice from my supervisors. William and Jodi even wrote 
letters of recommendation on my behalf. I am so thankful for 
their support and encouragement to continue my education. 

I can’t wait to put into practice what I learn, and bring it  
to the Academy; and I also think that the knowledge that  
I’ve gained at the Academy will help me in my schoolwork 
and assignments. (left to right) Rebecca Wolfson, 

Judge Doyle and Chantel  Gingerich

Idanes Paredes

A RENAISSANCE MEMBER
by Zach Pastor

After being in the Business &Technology team for the past 
few years, I decided that I wanted to try Graphic Design & 
Multimedia for a change. So, I switched teams, and now I have 
learned a great deal more about multimedia. It feels like I am 
back in Multimedia Camp.

There are some things that I already knew, but I’m learning a 
lot of new things and sometimes I have to ask more  
experienced members or staff for help. I help with things like 

Zach Pastor



The Academy at Glengary is accredited by Clubhouse International and is made possible by a Public-Private 
Partnership. This newsletter is designed and printed on-site by the Graphic Design & Multimedia team.

All events take place on-site at the Academy  
and many are offered through the Zoom app.  
Watch Slack for Meeting ID and Password.

Monday, July 18
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 19
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Academy Meeting - 1:30 p.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 2 p.m.
Accreditation Committee Meeting - 4 p.m.
Wednesday, July 20
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m. 
Newsroom Meeting - 11 a.m.
Menu Planning Meeting - 11:45 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Telethon Planning - 2 p.m.
Wellness Wednesday Workshop - 3 p.m.
Thursday, July 21
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m.
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m. 
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Mission Meeting - 4 p.m.
Friday, July 22
Morning Meeting - 9 a.m. 
Individual Team Meetings - 9:30 a.m.
Writer’s Workshop - 11:30 a.m.
Graphic Des/Multimedia Team Meeting - 1:15 p.m.
Bus & Tech/Culinary Team Meetings - 1:30 p.m.
Spanish Workshop - 3:30 p.m.

TO MAKE A DONATION
visit our website 

AcademySRQ.org
and click on the                      button

Thank you for transforming lives!
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The Academy at Glengary, Inc., is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The 
Academy at Glengary is registered with the state of Florida (CH56160). A copy of the official registration and financial information may be 

obtained from the Division of Consumer Services at www.fdacs.gov/ConsumerServices or by calling toll-free 800-435-7352 within the state. 
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Gardening available daily
through Culinary Arts

(left to right) Vanessa Alcantara, Ray Bevan, Cheryl Hedger, Jason Sulimay, 
Stephen Anderson, Nicole Pendleton, Idanes Paredes, Jennifer Baril and 
Irene Lunt.

SERVICE PROJECT A WINNER
Thanks to everyone who donated to our 5th Anniversary 
service project. Many boxes were filled to overflowing with 
towels, washcloths, socks, toiletries and even underwear! 
Turning Points staff Ray Bevan and Cheryl Hedger came by 
this week to pick up all the donated items. Good thing they 
brought a truck! The generosity of our community never fails 
to astound us. Thank you to all who donated.

WHAT THE ACADEMY  
MEANS TO ME

by Tim Phillips

Lately I’ve been making an effort to 
come to the Academy at least three 
days a week. I enjoy the staff and 
members’ company. The thing about 
having a mental illness is that, when 
I’m here, I can work up to my  
potential. I’ve learned that it’s how 
much I give of myself that makes  
the difference.

After three years of working in the Culinary and Business & 
Tech teams, I have learned some basic job skills which will 
help me when I get a job. I have learned to have more  
self-esteem than I’ve ever had. As soon as I get my  
replacement social security card in the mail, I will apply at 
Publix. I have worked at Publix before, and I have experience 
bagging, but with an Academy job coach to back me up, I am 
sure to be a success.

Tim Phillips

Fourth ANNUAL
TELETHON

August 31

SAVE
THE

DATE

https://www.academysrq.org/get-involved/#donate

